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Summary of reasons for decision: 

20th Century Fox Film Distribution sought to have the R16 rating given to this movie 
changed to an RP13 or an RP16 rating. 

In the film Aron Ralston visits canyon country without telling anyone where he is going. 
His right arm is trapped by a boulder. In a 3-minute, very graphic scene he amputates 
his right arm, and manages to extricate himself. 














In terms of s 3(4) of the Act— 


• the dominant effect is a portrayal of human courage; 

• a strong message is conveyed that those adventuring in a wild place must be properly 
prepared, and must prudently advise others in advance about where they are going; 

• the film has high artistic, social and cultural value. 

While some viewers aged 15 or less would react to the amputation scene in the same 
way as an average adult, others may be highly disturbed. The appropriate rating is 
therefore RP16 with the advisory “Graphic content may disturb”. 



